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Meeting April 3 Nocturnal i*'riends - 
Mr R Watkins 
Meeting May 1 Spiders - Mr RR ilenderson 


Excursion April 5 Enfield Forest - Mrs P Murphy 


Excursion May 3 Durham ttead Forest - Mr G Binns 
Half Day Excursion 


Tyto alba - from an engraving by Alexander Wilson, 1766-1813 


Meetings as specified are held at the School 
President: Mr K McDonnell Ph.053 326800 — Mestinge ae § Andusisles, Lydiard Sireet Sth, 


Art Buliding, I 8 7.30 p. 
Secretary: Mr J Gregurke PPA aA ea m 


AS SPECIFIED, COMMENCE 
631 FROM CROCKERS, cnr. STURT AND ARM. 
327631 STRONG STS. BALLARAT, at 9.30 a.m. for 
FULL DAY OUTINGS OR AT 1.30 p.m. for 

inekiceyer Mr L Fink 052 861319 HALF DAY? 


Treasurer: Mrs F Williamson 


c 


Field Reports: March Meeting 


Pat Murphy Austral Cranesbill is flowering well in 
cooler spots at Mt Warrenheip, Mt Buninyong 
and Durham Lead. 

Helen Burgess Although Austral Ladies’ Tresses have 

finished flowering, the flower spikes can 
still be found and show both clockwise and 
anticlockwise spiralling. 

Lyndsay Fink A young Little Falcon sitting on fence post 
at Meredith. 


Pair of Brolgas at Bingley Swamp. Also 
pieces of chert brought by Aborigines. 

Greq Binns Black Falcon at Mt. Beckwith. 
Wetland Bird Count reveals good duck 
populations in the Ballarat region. Two 
pairs of Blue-billed Ducks at Gumley 
homestead south of Enfield. Single Glossy 


Ibis at Bullarook. 

Frank Harrap Golden Bronze-cuckco at Mt Helen. In Wombat. 
Forest a flock of 9 Gang-gang cockatoos which 
included 3S immature birds. (not recorded as 
breeding in this area). 

“Ken McDonnell A young male Koala at Invermay favours Scent 
bark for feeding and resting. 


Diary Dates 


April 23 Committee meeting at 8 pm at 
Pat Murphey's Home, 1320 Dana St. 
Ballarate 


Answers to Quick Quiz 

1-Killer Wales ,2.Antarctica,3.Pleistocene,}. 
Hydrogen,5Bullock Drivers ,6.a Fresh water Crayfish 
7-An Ocyopus,8. The Didgeridoo and the Bull- 
roarer’’9.Milk. 


a 


Pitta Patter in Paradise 


A visit to the top of Cape York in summer brings rewards beyond 
measure. At the end of January, I had the unexpected good fortune 
to be flown up for a couple of days at Cape York Wilderness Lodge, 
about a 20-minute walk from the Tip. Hot, humid, yes - but not 
wet and definitely the time to go. 


The Cape in summer is green. Wildflowers are out with a profusion 
of pink-petalled Cape York lilies. A visit at any time would be 
memorable with the variety of environment and habitat - everything 
from rainforest «nd mangroves to dry sclerophyll forest, woodland, 
scrub, grasslands, heath and paperbark swamps, rivers, secluded 
beaches and uninhabited islands, history and scenery. Naturally, 
my main interest was the birds and summer is the time to see them. 


After two futile attempts to see the Buff-breasted Paradise- 
Kingfisher near Cairns in the Spring (both times it was late), 
on the journey from Bamaga airfield to the Lodge I found that 
"Yes, Virginia, there IS a white-tailed kingfisher!" A white 
dart flashed across the track and a quick sprint into the forest 
revealed the first of many sightings. These gorgeous: creatures 
are superbly coloured - tangerine rather than buff breast, a big 
scarlet bill, indigo back and wings, with a white patch on the 
nape and long white tail streamers. Despite the brilliance of 
the colouring, because of the dark back and wings, they merge 
with the dim light of the forest, but the tail os the tell-tale 
sign - a white arrow or paper dart speeding through a clearing. 


Another delight was a perfect view of a Red-bellied Pitta - 
another wondrously coloured bird - scarlet and blue and round, 
bobbing along the forest floor for all the world like a child's 
beachbell. These pittas are often perched high in a tree, so this 
was a very fortunate sighting. Other memorable sights included 
big Papuan frogmouths, nesting and with young; the Yellow-billed 
Kingfisher; Rose-crowned Fruit-pigeon, a pastel rainbow of colour 
in full sun on a man .rove-fringed beach; thousands of bats ina 
sea-cave and flocks of migratory waders on the tidal flats, inc 
curlews, whimbrels, lesser golden plover, grey-tailed tattlers, 
comuon sandpiper, bartailed godwits and so on. Honeyeaters inc 
brown-backed, white-streaked, dusky, graceful, yellow-spotted and, 
of course, sunbirds. Spangled drongos and metallic starlings 
were nesting in huge numbers. Figbirds, friarbirds, emerald doves 
were common and many other species. Among wildlife common around 
the Lodge were northern quolls, bandicoots and Agile wallabies. 

- Margaret Rotheram 


Majorca Forest Excursion Sunday th March, 1992 


Tall, green trees surounded by dry paddocks beckoned us to 
Majorca Forest. The Majorca Forest was planted with Sugar Gum 
E. cladocalyx to provide timber for the mining industry in the 
nineteenth century. Some original eucalypts survive around the 
edges. These include Yellow Gum &. leucoxylon, Red Gum 
E. camaldulensis, Grey Box E. microcarpa and Yellow Box 
E.melliodora. Trees of Grey Box and Sugar Gum were heavily in 
blossom, which attracted bees and lorikeets. 


The eucalypts have recovered from the {1985 bushfire. The 
fires stimulated the germination of many wattles - Golden Wattle A. 
cnantha, Hedge Wattle A. paradoxa and the introduced Early Black 
Wattle A. decurrens. Sap was dripping from the stems of some 
wattles. Other plants growing in the understorey were Drooping 
Cassinia C. arcuata and several grasses. 


A dam on the edge of the forest was a popular spot for birds. 
The overhanging branches provided ideal conditions for birds to 
perch before dropping down to the water for a drink. During the 
late morning the most numerous birds were Yellow-tufted and 
White-plumed Honeyeaters accompanied by Fuscous and Newholland 
Honeyeaters, Willy Wagtail, Diamond Firetail and Little Friarbird. 
A bossy Red Wattlebird chased the smaller birds away. An evening 
visit yielded a greater range of species. 


On the ground we found the large, bowl-shaped, mud nest of a 
family of White-winged Choughs. ; 


During the heat of the day we visited the Tullaroop reservoir. 
Large flocks of Australian Shelduck were along the shoreline and 
Wood Ducks were grazing on green plants further up the bank. A 
single Grey Teal was dabbling for food in the shallow water and 
mud. The complete birdlist is included at the end of this article. 


Driving along the eastern boundary of the forest block we 
Passed at least 10 meat ant nests. Stopping near a dam on the 
southern edge we observed the flight path of bees returning to 
their hives. The damp mud at the waters edge was teaming with 
drinking worker bees. ‘ 


The Sugar Gum blossoms were in big clumps and had a sweet 
smell which reminded people of strawberries or cooking jam. 


Loud screeching alerted us to the presence of lorikeets. Scon 
we found Purple-crowned Lorikeets feeding on pollen and nectar of 
the gum flowers. As several birds flew overhead we had an 
excellent view of their crimson wing lining. 


Spirited debate in the lead car led to missed turns and a 
zig-zag route to Clunes. At Majorca the general store proved more 
interesting than the modern conveniences. Thanks to Frank Harrap 
for researching and leading the excursion. 
JG. 


Bird list: Majorca Forest 


Superb Blue Wren 

Dusky Woodswal law 
White-plumed Honeyeater 
Yellow-tutfted Honeyeater 
New Holland Honeyeater 
Fuscous Honeyeater 
Brown-headed Honeyeater 
Yellow-faced Honeyeater 
BlacK-chinned Honeyeater 
Little Friarbird 
Red-rumped Parrot 
Eastern Rosella 
Purple-crowned Lorikeet 
Galah 

Restless Flycatcher 
Black-faced CucKkoo-shrike 
Grey Shrike-thrush 


Bird list: 


Crested Grebe 
Australasian Grebe 
White-faced Heron 
Silver Gull 

Coot 

Little Pied Cormorant 
Black Cormorant 


Tullarocop Reservoir 


sie sinha” 


Welcome Swallow 
Red Wattlebird 


‘Wiliy Wagtail 


Magpie 

Diamond Firetai] 
Fairy Martin 

Brown Treecreeper 
Eastern Shrike-tit 
Rufous Whistler 
Kookaburra 
Australian Raven 
Australian Kestrel] 
Wedge-tailed Eagle 
Brown Falcon 
Goldfinch 

Magpie Lark 
White-necked Heron 


8.3.92 


Musk Duck 
Australian Shelduck 
Grey Teal 

Masked Lapwing 

Swan 

Magpie Lark 


Members Night. 


The members once again provided a night of int- 
erest as they showed of their various travels and 
interests. 

Ken McDonnell showed that you don't have to go 
aWay to show something of interest with insects 
Wildflowers fungi a bird and an echidna and koala. 
Lyndsay Fink went to Dubbo Zoo ,the Warrumbungles 
where the siding spring observatory and the old 
volcanic cores dominate the landscape, then onto 
the Carnarvon Gorge with it's aboriginal paintings 
magnificent scenery and a platypus were seen, 
then the Wallaman falls and Fraser Island. 

Greg Binns had slides of a brolgas nest a bush 
thicknees eggs and button grass plains where the 
ground parrot lives. 

Helen Burgess went to Lake Mungo and the old Will- 
andra homestead, then to Hay and the Murrimbidgee 
Wayne Walker took us to Tasmania with it's outst- 
anding sceneryand some of the walks there, among 
the places visited were Lake Cygnus, ™t Hesperus, 
Square Lake Arthur Plains and Federation Peak. 

Ken Hammond showed his skill as a bird photogra- 
pher with some fine bird shots and then to native 
plants and orchidse 

Frank Harrap showed some of his Strezlecki track 
trip and some of the birds seen among them an 
osprey nest and cormorant the sunset at Bort Linc- 
on a wombat in the Wombat State Forest, Spargo 
Creek, a female gang gang young magpie, .shelduck, 
wood duck, bronzewing and crested pidgeons, musk 
lorrikeet, purple crowned lorrikeet red rump parrot 
male and female, little lorrikeet, male and female 
crested shrike, restless flycatcher,white plumed 
yellow tufted and fuscus honey eaters also diam- 
ond firetail finches. 

This was a very interesting evening, 

L.F. 


Quick Quiz 
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What is an Orcinas orca? 

Where is Queen Maude Land’ 

In which epoch of the Earth's History did the 
last Ice Age occur? 

What is the only element weighing less than 
Helium 

Who weilds a threemetre lon whip on a two 
metre handle? 

What is a Marron? 

What Sea Creature has jaws like a parrot? 
Name Two sound instruments invented by the 
Aboriginal People: - 

On what do baby Platypus feed when they are 
first hatched? 


“Steady on Charlie! It’s on the Protected Lis: 


It is with a great deal of sadness that our old 
stalwart Harvey Hooper and his wife Irene have 
resigned from the club. Harvey has continuing 
ill health. . 

Our thanks to Harvey for his many contributions 
to the News Letter and to the Club in general, 
Harvey had a great knowledge of botany readily 
shared it. 

We hope his health improves and both he and 
Irene can come to our special nights. 

Editor 


Native Australian Mammals in the Ballarat Area. 


nererne ee 


Australian Mammal Species comprise only 5 to 6 
percent of the estimated world total, but this is 
appropriate to a continent that constitutes 5.7 
of the Earths land surface. The diversity is mar- 
kedly less than in other land masses for, of the 
seventeen orders of living terrestrial mammals, 
only four yonernenes Marsupials Rodentia and 
Chiroptera) include species that are native to 
Australia, whereas seven to ten is the order in 
other continents. All three orders of Marine 
mammals occur in Australian coastal waters. 

The peculiar composition of Aust. mammal fauna 
is to some extent explicable of the origin of 
Australia. The native mammals are derived from 
two sources. The oldest are descendants of ani- 
mals( monotremes and marsupials) that have been 
on this lend mass since it broke free from Antar- 
ctica which was also part of the super continent 
Gondwanaland, in its 4O million year drift rodents 
and bats came aboardas it approached Indonesia the 
distance was not too far for bats to fly or rodents 
to be washed ashore on floating vegetation. 

No fossil monotremes have been found outside 
Australia, none are older than 15,million years, 
and all are similar in form. 

We have no knowledge of the evolution of these 
two remarkable animals but it seems they reached 
their evolutionary peak before the marsupials be- 
came dominant, perhaps prior to the separation 
from Gondwana, it is possible they were evolved 
at the same time, fossil marsupials about 100,. 
Million years old are known from North America, 
they are also known in Europe where they were not 
very successful. They are from the family Didel- 
phidae, and are still found in AmericaNorth and 
Southe j : 

These notes came from theAustralian Museum 
Complete Book Of Australian Mammals edited by 
Ronald Strahan. Elfin 


